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Augustinus (354&#x96;430 CE), son of a pagan, Patricius of Tagaste in North Africa, and his

Christian wife Monica, while studying in Africa to become a rhetorician, plunged into a turmoil of

philosophical and psychological doubts in search of truth, joining for a time the Manichaean society.

He became a teacher of grammar at Tagaste, and lived much under the influence of his mother and

his friend Alypius. About 383 he went to Rome and soon after to Milan as a teacher of rhetoric,

being now attracted by the philosophy of the Sceptics and of the Neo-Platonists. His studies of

Paul's letters with Alypius and the preaching of Bishop Ambrose led in 386 to his rejection of all

sensual habits and to his famous conversion from mixed beliefs to Christianity. He returned to

Tagaste and there founded a religious community. In 395 or 396 he became Bishop of Hippo, and

was henceforth engrossed with duties, writing and controversy. He died at Hippo during the

successful siege by the Vandals.  From Augustine's large output the Loeb Classical Library offers

that great autobiography the Confessions (in two volumes); On the City of God (seven volumes),

which unfolds God's action in the progress of the world's history, and propounds the superiority of

Christian beliefs over pagan in adversity; and a selection of Letters which are important for the study

of ecclesiastical history and Augustine's relations with other theologians.
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Since there are so many of these darn things the review shall be divided into three sections. First, a

brief description of the Loeb series of books and their advantages/disadvantages. Second shall be



my thoughts on the author himself, his accuracy, as well as his style and the style of his translator.

This is of course only my opinion and should be treated as such. The final part shall review what this

particular book actually covers.The Loeb series date back to the turn of the last century. They are

designed for people with at least some knowledge of Greek or Latin. They are a sort of compromise

between a straight English translation and an annotated copy of the original text. On the left page is

printed the text in Greek or Latin depending on the language of the writer and on the right side is the

text in English. For somebody who knows even a little Greek or Latin these texts are invaluable. You

can try to read the text in the original language knowing that you can correct yourself by looking on

the next page or you can read the text in translation and check the translation with the original for

more detail. While some of the translations are excellent mostly they are merely serviceable since

they are designed more as an aid to translation rather than a translation in themselves. Most of

them follow the Greek or Latin very closely. These books are also very small, maybe just over a

quarter the size of your average hardcover book. This means that you'll need to buy more than just

one book to read a complete work. They are also somewhat pricey considering their size. The Loeb

Collection is very large but most of the more famous works can be found in better (and cheaper)

translations elsewhere.
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